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A Pragmatic Analysis of the Nouns of
the Honorific Expressions in the Kamigata Rakugo Stories
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In this paper, a pragmatic analysis of honorific locutions expressing the speaker’'s honorific
attitude will be shown citing the examples from the Kamigata Rakugo stories. Such honorific
locutions cover the syntactic categories of pronouns, nouns, main verbs and auxiliary verbs.
The focus in this paper will be put on pronouns and nouns. As the nature of the honorific
expressions, those pronouns discussed in this paper are limited to the second person
pronouns. The most characteristic finding here is that those second person pronouns can be
arranged by the order of the honorific attitude of the speaker toward the listener. Further,
we can point out that there are some gender gaps with regard to the use of honorific
expressions; women more use politer expressions than men do.
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