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The Expansion of Platform Labor and Divergence of
Labor Politics : Comparative Analysis of Labor Unions
in Japan, South Korea and Western Countries

Abstract

This study aims to clarify why labor unions in Japan and South Korea respond differently to the ex-

pansion of platform labor. How labor unions organize platform workers becomes an important issue in

labor politics, because labor laws do not protect platform workers who are considered self-employed in

many cases. This study uses the logic of influence and membership to clarify why the trade unions or-

ganized by company in Japan and South Korea respond differently.
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