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Abstract

In this paper, I survey the historical change of Japanese government’s security policy and investigate

several arguments about pacifism in the Constitution of Japan since the 1990s. In Chapter 1, by outlin-

ing the historical change of the Japan Self-Defense Forces, I criticize the concepts of “international con-

tribution” and

“proactive contribution to peace”. In Chapter 2, I focus on the recent interpretation of

Article 9, and point out the existence of two theories that lead to different interpretations. Chapter 3

discusses the right to live in peace in relation to judicial review. Chapter 4 reconsiders the amendment

of Article 9, while paying attention to organization theory, in particular to the role played by Prime

Minister. By so doing, I intend to express concern over the tendency toward hegemony in Japan.
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