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The Varieties of Multiple Religious Practices
Based on Religious Experiences :
An Analysis of the Thoughts of Tsunashima Ryosen and Nishida Tenko

Tadayoshi FURUSO*

In this paper, I analyze the thoughts of Tsunashima Ryosen and Nishida Tenko through Cath-
erine Cornille’s idea of multiple religious belonging to clarify various religious practices based
on religious experiences in the late Meiji era. On the one hand, these two pious prayers have
multiple characteristics in common. They adopted quite a few religious and philosophical ideas,
which they did not appropriate but deeply respected to found their beliefs. Although their faiths
are similar to religious pluralism, their practices are beyond the scope of it as they prayed and
practiced in the same way that plural religions have done so far. However, they did not have a
sense of belonging to multiple religions. On the other hand, they have different opinions on indi-
viduality. Through these comparisons, I aim to illustrate the various ways in which those who
did not belong to any religion followed some practices of multiple religions in the late Meiji era.
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