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The Importance of Adopting Private Support
in the Countermeasures against Child Poverty

Yo YAMADA *, Momoko SATO**

Because of poverty, children are deprived of important opportunities and experiences during
their childhood. Particularly, the serious problem for the children is the lack of experience and
relationships to acquire the culture and sociality necessary for children to live as social beings.
Though there are multiple factors causing child poverty, most families are isolated without seek-
ing social service support due to social exclusion. The countermeasures against child poverty in
Japan should be formulated based on these multiple factors, however, current situation is that the
government leads social services which only deal with problems that meet certain requirements.
In order to improve this situation, it will be effective to involve the support of private, non-profit
organizations into the social service structure. Support from the private organization can offer
flexible and diverse activities, connecting support resources, and improving support results. In or-
der to revitalize measures against child poverty, it is necessary to make private, non-profit and
informal organization as major actors, not only as supplementary resources. At least they should
be combined with institutionalized services from the government, in this regard, the policy that
promote private assistance should be adopted.
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