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Rumi and Christianity :

From His View on Jesus and Christians (1)

Tosei SANO*

Jalal al-Din Mohammad Rami (1207-1273), known as ‘Mevlana’ (our Master), was a
prominent Islamic mystic and poet of Anatolia (modern Turkey) in the thirteenth century. This
article analyzes his life and poetry especially in relation to his view and attitude towards Christi-
anity as an example perhaps verifying the validity of the Traditionalist school theory of a funda-
mental unity of religions. First, the historical background of thirteenth century’s Anatolia is over-
viewed. There, the Muslim Turks conquered and ruled Christian majority of inhabitants, and
Muslims and Christians coexisted next to each other with the generous policies of the Turkish
rulers towards Christians, and the peaceful religious and missionary activities of Islamic mystics
towards them including Rami.

Second, Ram1’s life and poetry related to Christianity are analyzed by using his hagiography
and the masterpiece of his poetry, Masnavi-ye ma ‘navi, as the sources. During his life in Konya,
the capital of the Rum Seljuq dynasty, he had a close relationship with Christian inhabitants, rec-
ognizing Christianity as a religion comparable to Islam, and thus protecting Christian rights and
attracting their enthusiastic trust and belief in himself. Similarly in Masnavi, RGmi appreciates
Jesus as a prophet, not the son of the God, but ‘God’s soul’ who can revive the dead, and esti-
mates the original Christianity as the same true religion as Islam. In fact, he sometimes criticizes
Christians who followed the wrong beliefs and were divided in several sects, and even Jesus
himself for his asceticism secluded from the daily life and society, but he never denies the truth-
fulness of Jesus’ teachings and Christianity as a true religion from mystical viewpoint. In this re-
spect, Rim1’s view may be close to the Traditionalist theory or the modern religious pluralism
beyond religious inclusivism. To verify it, it is necessary to make a further analysis of his
thought suggested in his poetry and other sources.
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