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Being Both Traditional and Modern :

A Consideration for Social Spaces of Iranian Popular Music

Atsuko TSUBAKIHARA*

This paper examines the social state of “popular’ music in Iran. Considering that popular cul-
ture in the Middle East have developed through government-led technology, it is difficult to dis-
tinguish between high and low in popular culture. Popular music (musigi-ye mardomi / “amiy-
aneh) in Iran has been developed by the technology and the music theory of the West, as has
modern music. However, since Iranian popular music is closely linked to dance and theatrical
performance, both of which are peculiar to Iran, it is also considered as a tradition. To clarify
this dual nature of Iranian popular music, the creation of social space is explored. Throughout
20™ —century Iran, venues such as cafés and nightclubs, cinema and theater, and radio and televi-
sion have been introduced in the field of cultural production. The connection between these set-
tings provided different modes of music production and consumption. The different combinations
have distinguished tradition from modern, although the distinction is always changing from time
to time.
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