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Kozui OTANDI’s Activities in Turkey :
On Relation between Buddhism and Agriculture

Mazumi MITANT*

In 1890, the Turkish warship Ertugrul Firkateyni was wrecked off the coast of Kushimoto,
Wakayama. This led to a historical exchange in which some ordinary Japanese villagers helped
the foreign survivors of the wreck. A monument including some writings of Kozui OTANI
(1876-1948) was built near the site. Kozui lived through the tumultuous times of the Meiji, the
Taisho and Showa periods and is considered an intellectual giant with an exceptionally wide-
ranging knowledge and expertise. He was not only the 22nd head priest of Jodo-Shinshu
Hongwanji-ha sect, but was an explorer, researcher, educator, businessman and building designer.

Kozui is also known as the man who dispatched the OTANI expedition. This paper focuses on
Kozui’s concern for agriculture in particular and includes the results of the most recent research
about his business in the Turkish cities of Ankara and Bursa.
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