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The Development of the Idea of Amida Buddha
and the Pure Land in India, China, and Japan

Mitsuya DAKE*

Buddhism was transmitted to Japan from Korean peninsula in early 6™ century. At the begin-
ning, Buddhism permeated in Japanese people and society syncretizing its teaching with indige-
nous religion of gods (kami) worshipping. In early 9th century, Saicho and Kukai brought new
Buddhist traditions from China and aristocracy of Heian period favored the religious rituals and
this world benefits of Tantric Buddhism. Ennin who was one of Saicho’s disciples who traveled
to China to learn more about Tantric teachings. Ennin played a very crucial role to integrate
Tendai teaching with Tantrism. Ennin also introduced the Pure Land teaching of nembutsu which
also became a characteristics teaching of Tendai tradition. In this paper, I would like to overview
the development of the idea of Amida Buddha and the Pure Land in India, China, and Japan in
order to understand Tendai Pure Land tradition which originate in Ennin’s Buddhist thought.
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