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From Psychiatry to Anti-Semiotic Philosophy :
A Note for Understanding Félix Guattari’s Philosophy

Mahoro MURASAWA *

Félix Guattari (1930-1892) is known as a collaborator of a French philosopher Gille Deleuze
and has been normally regarded by many philosophers as “a second violinist” in their philo-
sophical works. In other words, when philosophers estimated their works, the role of Guattari has
been always ignored or underestimated because he was not a “professional philosopher” but a
professional psychiatrist or a social activist. However, several researches has changed these esti-
mations of Guattari in recent years, and now many researchers have begun to discover that Guat-
tari was far from a “Robin” of Deleuze as “Batman”, but philosophical predecessor to Deleuze
on many aspects. In spite of the movement of rediscovering Guattari now being spread, the un-
dersanding of the core logic of Guattari’s philosophy remains fragmentary for the researchers be-
cause of his writings with full of jargons or peculiar concepts on witch his philosophical system
is constructed. This research note discusses about Guattari’s basic schema of four concepts (D,
F, T, U) in his Cartograhies schizoanalytiques (1989) that shows the core logic of his philoso-
phy by focusing on the development of his ideas from theory of psychiatry to ant-semiotic phi-
losophy for further exploration of his works.
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