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The Interpersonal Perspective of Individuals with
Autism Spectrum Disorder Reviewed from Their Use
of the Negotiators “Ne” and “Yo”

Sumi KATO*

This study investigated the interpersonal perspective of individuals with autism spectrum dis-
order (ASD) by observing their use of the negotiators “ne” and “yo.” The underlying concept
of this study is that these negotiators are chosen by individual speakers to assess hearer’s under-
standing and to confirm hearer’s thoughts and opinions as well as to indicate the speaker’s agree-
ing attitude to the hearer. Therefore, negotiator usage reflects an individual’s interpersonal per-
spective during linguistic interaction.

Fifteen autistic subjects, who ranged in age from late adolescence to adults in their early twen-
ties, and fifteen typically developed counterparts were interviewed via a questionnaire asking
about family, daily life, future plans, and so forth. The statistical data showed that the autistic
subjects, compared to the typically developed individuals, made significantly less use of the ne-
gotiator, ‘ne.” Concerning “yo,” although the mean value of the control group was higher than
that of the ASD group, the difference was not significant.

These findings are discussed in relation to the joint-attention as well as the theory-of-mind hy-
potheses of autism. The negotiators ‘ne” and “yo  are thought to represent joint attention in
the form of verbalization. The deficit in empathy has been cited as a central characteristic of
ASD. From these findings it is highly probable that individuals with ASD are deficient in the ca-
pacity to represent some aspects of the internal psychological processes of others, with this defi-
ciency having its roots in their early stages of cognitive development.
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