Efft LA RFRICE 56205 (20185)

"BRCET M CWHLET
—“’%%” E:I:%—

wH EET

“Nanjing sounds” and “Zhejiang sounds” :
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Sishu Tangyin-bian is a textbook of Tangyin. It was compiled by Syunsui Asaoka and pub-
lished in Edo in 1722. In this book, a little more than two thousand Chinese characters were
given two kinds of pronunciation in Japanese katakana syllabary-Nanjing sounds and Zhejiang
sounds. In this phonetic notation, first comes the Nanjing sounds, and then comes the Zhejiang,
if it is different from the Nanjing. Nanjing sounds and Zhejiang sounds were taught in Tangyin
teaching at that time. Both Nanjing sounds and Zhejiang sounds were given at the same time in
one book, therefore, it is very convenient to compare the difference of two sounds.

Documents which described Nanjing sounds and Zhejiang sounds 300 years ago are very valu-
able. In this paper, we examine the question of what were these “Nanjing sounds” and “Zheji-
ang sounds’” referred to in Tangyin documents, and reveal the difference between the two. We
point out that there is an obvious difference between Nanjing sounds and Zhejiang sounds in the
system of initial consonants, but there is no big difference in the system of finals; in other
words, there is no serious difference between the two sounds systems. What does this mean? We
propose three ways of looking at this matter.
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