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Change of discourses on dams :
A case study of debates records in the Diet

Kennkou TERADA*!, Shigeru TANAKA *2

The purpose of this paper is to identify change of discourses on dams through quantitative analysis. A
principal component analysis was applied to debates on dams in the Diet records from 1950 to 2009. The
first principal component was interpreted as an axis representing “development” vs. “natural conservation” ;
the second was interpreted as an axis cities” vs. “mountain village”. And by keyword detection method
using TFIDF (Term Frequency/Inversed Document Frequency), historical change on dam debates was
revealed. Dam discourses shifted from on development to on natural environment. Then these results were
verified in qualitative way. As a result, in 1950°s dams were discussed as a core of national land
development, and discussed as environment-related issue since 1990’s.
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