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Towards a sociology of leading-edge

medical knowledge and technology :
Research note

Koichiro KURODA *

Since around 1970 up until today, there seem to have emerged new kinds of medical knowledge, technol-
ogy and practice in several spheres, aspects and dimensions of modern medicine in so-called developed
countries including Japan. How should their newness be apprehended? What can be considered to be cases of
these new kinds? From what perspectives and with what analytical frames of reference should sociology of
health and illness comprehend these new kinds? This paper is intended to tackle these research issues by pro-
posing (1) definition of newness of these kinds of medical knowledge, technology and practice, (2) kinds
of medical knowledge, technology and practice that may be new by this definition, and (3) sociological per-
spectives and frames of reference from/with which to come to grip with these new kinds, based on literature

study.
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