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Genealogies of White Buddhist in Early American Buddhism

Mitsuya DAKE*

In this research note, I would elucidate the historical genealogies of White Buddhist movement in early
American Buddhism from 1840 through 1912.

Japanese Buddhism was introduced to the United States of America in late 19th century by Japanese im-
migrants. However, Buddhism was recognized via Europe and became popular among some intellectual and
religious seekers who lived in the east coast before that. Today, we can observe some Buddhist groups in the
east coast which have no direct relationship with traditional or ethnical Buddhist denominations in America,
although they identify themselves as the followers of one of the founders. How and why do they organized
the groups and what are characteristics of their teachings? Are there any relationships between the movement
of early American Buddhism and today’s White Buddhist movement?

In this note, I would like to examine the characteristics of historical development of early American Bud-
dhism in order to answer these questions. Firstly, I would discuss the understanding of Buddhism in the aca-
demia and philosophical circle of the east coast in 1840s. Then the establishment of Theosophy Society and
the hold of World Parliament of Religions in Chicago are taken up. Lastly, I would take up some early
White Buddhists such as Henry Olcott, Paul Carus and Earnest Hunt.
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