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Research on the ancient Buddhist cultural exchange of East Asia
— Focusing on the Fahai Temple in Qingdao ——

XU Guanghui* 1, DAKE Mitsuya*z,
LIN Yuhai™’, LIU Xiaoyan™*

This is a brief summary report on the ancient Buddhist temples of Shandong province, focusing mostly on the
Fahai Temple in Qingdao.

The Fahai Temple was built in the late 6th century CE, Northern Qi period, and even now, it still represents the
faith and religious life of local Qingdao habitants.Several Buddhist sculptures were found here in the summer of
1980, which was partly destroyed in The Great Anti-Buddhist Persecution initiated by Tang Emperor Wuzong.
Judging from the style, the sculptures are probably from the Northern Qi period.

These Buddhist sculptures show similarities with the ones excavated from the burial pits of Longxing temple in
Qingzhou during the mid-1990’s, also have a strong resemblance to the Northern Xiangtangshan Temple grottoes
located near to the Northern Qi Dynasty capital Yecheng. According to new archaeological discoveries based on
newly excavated sites, the Buddhist culture of Northern China could advance eastward to Henan province, Hebei
province, Shandong province, passing through the Korean Peninsula to the Japan Archipelago. The Fahai Temple
is located on this transmission route as well, which is why its survey and research is quite important, in order
to learn more about the Buddhist cultural exchange between ancient China, Korea and Japan. Since the existed
researches have hardly clarified the whole picture of the Fahai Temple, this report will examine a part of it.
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