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A Study of Mountain spirit faith
between Japan and Korea
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Abstract

It was common for people to pray for good harvest, year-round salety, fortune, and happiness
to the mountain spirit on a specific day. Devotion to the mountain spirit has dwindled following
modernization; however, faith towards some mountain spirits still exist today. On the whole
Korean Peninsula, traces of mountain spirit faith are disappearing due to the decline in population
in farming villages and urbanization. In Shiga Prefecture, Japan, people still celebrate mountain
spirits during the first month of the year. Village people work together 1o prepare the rituals for
the mountain spirit and then pray for a good harvest, safety, and village prosperity in the upcom-
ing year. This study will compare and discuss the appearance and aspects of mountain spirits in
Korea and Japan by sheding light on the multiple forms of mountain spirits represcented in these
rituals. This study focuses on mountain spirit rituals collectively celebrated by the villagers living
around the base of mountains. Both Japan and Korea have conducted mountain spirit rituals for a
very long time and have recorded these rituals. Resources of Japanese mountain nature spirits are
from the Shiga Prefectural Board of Education and newly found materials were collected by the
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author who recently visited multiple locations are presented for resources for Korean mountain
spirits are from research done at the Korean National Research Institution of Cultural Heritage.
Information on mountain spirits in both Japan and Korea are still incomplete and consistency in
recording and documenting these resources is a necessity.

Keywords : Mountain gods, Folk belief, Rich year, Good harvest, Good luck, Partake of sacrificial food
and drink
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