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For the Development of the Intermediate System Theory :
An Essay on “A Critical History of Environmental
Pollution in Postwar Japan” by Dr. Ken’ichi Miyamoto
Awarded the Japan Academy Prize

Abstract

“A Critical History of Environmental Pollution in Postwar Japan” written by Dr. Ken'ichi Miyamoto was
awarded the Japan Academy Prize by The Japan Academy (Nippon Gakushi-in) at the 106th Annual Award
Ceremony on June 27, 2016. The reason for the prize says “Dr. Ken'ichi Miyamoto has long been regarded
as a leading Japanese scholar of environmental pollution issues. ...... This work presents a synthetic
critical history of environmental pollution issues in postwar Japan with persuasive substantive evidence
and in broad politico-economic perspectives. It must serve as an essential premise to seek strategies for
sustainable ecological order for our society”.

First section of this essay comments on the reason for the prize. Second section reviews the
intermediate system theory that is a core theory in Miyamoto’s environmental economics. Third section
verifies the points at issue in second part through the analysis of a certain pollution example, Niigata
Minamata Disease case. On the whole, this essay aims to develop the intermediate system theory
originated with Dr. Ken'ichi Miyamoto into the intermediate system theory comprised of three levels.

— Keywords
environmental pollution in postwar Japan, Miyamoto's environmental economics, national
political economic system, intermediate system theory, local political economic system,
comparative institutional approach, Niigata Minamata Disease, main reaction and vice
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