(i 30
HA D SSBH QPP lic o
— kiR R OB H—

The Collaboration of English Language Education in Japanese
Elementary and Junior High Schools:
From the Aspect of Creating Evaluation Standards
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Abstract
The importance of fostering English communicative competence in Japan was brought up by MEXT

in its school guidance of 1989. Prior to this, emphasis placed on the learning English as a subject. In the
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guidance of 2008, it announced that reading, writing, listening and speaking skills should be developed
simultaneously. In accordance with this statement, Foreign Language Activity has been taught among
grade 5 and grade 6 students of elementary schools since 2011. In addition, English as a subject has
been officially declared as mandatory in elementary education, which will take into effect from 2020.

However, while MEXT has expressed its intention to enforce English education in elementary
schools, several factors point out the difficulties thereof due several issues in Japanese schools. For
example, the evaluation of the students’ academic performances makes up one of the most important
issues which may attribute to difficulties of enforcing English education in elementary schools due to
the fact that students’ grades - including grades from the elementary level — affect their careers in
Japan. It can thus be argued that in order to improve English education in Japan, researching the
collaboration of English language education between elementary schools and junior high schools with
regards to academic evaluation is of great importance.

Background information regarding this topics, as well as the purpose and significance of this
research are included in the introduction.According to the literature review of this topic, the following

research questions are given:

1) How should the resuits of self-evaluation be used in the foreign language activity?

2) How should elementary and junior high schools collaborate in the purpose and evaluation of
English language education?

3) How should the perspective of ‘World Englishes’ be reflected in foreign language activity?

Urazoe, a city within Okinawa prefecture in Japan, is considered exceptional in its approach towards
English education in Japan and has therefore been chosen as a case study in this research. The second
chapter will elaborate why the English education system in Urazoe City is compared with the English
education system which is intended by MEXT. The third chapter that concludes this research draw on
the following points:

1) Creating a portfolio according to the self-evaluation system in Urazoe City
2) The significance of evaluating speaking and the students’ attitudes with regards to English
education

3)An example of how the concept of World Englishes has been included in foreign language activity

However, in order to verify the effect of these three points, it is important to conduct research related

to this topic.
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