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The System of Keeping Mistress in Meiji Period and
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Abstract

This paper describes what the system of keeping mistress in Meiji Period was like and what kind of
social position women were placed in under that practice. This custom had been widely allowed until it
was abolished in 1880. Even after that, a considerable number of aristocratic men had one or several
mistresses outside of marriage. I will focus on Makiko Hitostuyanagi, founder of Omi Brotherhood
Schools in Shiga Prefecture, daughter of The Viscount Hitostuyanagi, who had lived with her mother,
brothers, father’'s mistresses and their siblings in her youth. By researching her statements in school-
related documents I outline how she was raised in a complex family and how she felt being a woman. |
also argue about the concept of female education of that era, which was based on the idea that women

should only play an important role within a household.
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