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Problems of Agricultural Water Reallocation in a Drought Area of Northwestern China:
Water Rights Adjustment Problem in Law-Policy Studies

ABSTRACT

In China water resource per capita is only one quarter of the world average level, Water

shortage problems are especially serious in the semi-arid and arid regions of northwest
China. This paper analyzes the agricultural irrigation system before and after the founding
of new China, and the legal controversy over water rights in the Chinese academia. Through

case studies of a drought area in northwestern China, the paper examines new trends in

agricultural irrigation policy, focusing on the contents of agricultural irrigation water rights

and the two types of agricultural irrigation water rights adjustment (between agricultural

irrigation, and agricultural irrigation to industrial water), and analyzing the characteristics

and problems from the point of law-policy.
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