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ABSTRACT:

In this paper, the focus will be put on the practices of chanting sutras with colloquial
Japanese in the occasions of funeral ceremonies and the memorial services. Traditionally,
these chantings have been based on the Chinese-translated versions. Hence, the meanings of
the sutras would not be understandable without the previous knowledge of the sutras. As a
help to understand the doctorines, some main provisions of the three Pure Land sutras will
be validated, among which the 48 Vows of Dharmakara are considered to be crucial in the
Pure Land teachings.
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