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Abstract

A ceremony in which the local people thank a mountain god, is held in Shiga
Prefecture in January in the solar calendar and also once a year the lunar calendar. There are 80
ceremonies in all, mostly held in mountain towns and villages in the Koto and Konan districts.
The overall purpose of these ceremonies is to obtain the permission of the gods to work on the
mountain.

In most spring festivals in Japan, people ask God to give them bumper crop and protect their
families. In autumn festivals, they show their appreciation to God for having obtained a good
harvest. The mountain god festival, (Kamitoyama), however, has an unique element; namely a
deliberate effort by the participants to mediate disputes between districts on issues related to their
duties. This article focuses on the dual nature role of the Kamitoyama festival as one in which the

worship of god is combined with an effort to maintain social harmony.
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