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Japansese Multicultural Coexistence for Whom?
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Abstract

Tabunka kyousei is the term used in Japan to denote a multicultural society. It can be
translated as multicultural co-existence or multicultural integration, but the original is ambiguous
and, more often than not, it is used to denote how to integrate non-Japanese residents in a local
area rather than creating a society amenable to all manner of different cultural backgrounds.
It is still a new concept and therefore is in the process of being tried and tested. Here I give
a brief introduction to the background of multicultural society in Japan and the formation of
policy on multicultural coexistence. An influx of workers from overseas that was prompted by
the change in the Immigration Laws, in 1990, resulted in a sharp increase in workers of Japanese

ancestry from South America living and working in Japan under special visa conditions. Cultural
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misunderstandings prompted the government to address the matter of co-existence in local areas.

In 2006 the first official guidelines on multicultural society were announced. However, actual

policy implementation has been left up to local governments and NPO’s and here the example

of Konan City will be introduced. Although the policy is cited as one way to address the national

issue of bringing in workers from overseas to alleviate problems caused by low birth rates and

the aging population, the policy itself is targeted towards the dichotomous relationship between

Japanese and non-Japanese and [ suggest that this limited framework fails to address issues

concerned with Japanese multi-tiered cultures and minorities.
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