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Purposce of the Center
—to encourage and support the translation and/or
publication of writings that will further the understanding of
Pure Land Buddhist thought and teachings in broad
international perspectives. Such writings, which will be
published through the Center as Center publications, include:

» primary Buddhist texts(sutras, treatises, traditional
commentaries, significant historical writings);

» modern secondary literature on Pure Land Buddhist
thought and teachings, including both scholarly and popularly
oriented approaches;

« comparative and interreligious treatments of Pure Land
Buddhist thought and teachings.

Because academic treatments of Pure Land Buddhist
tradition undertaken in other parts of the world are at
present primarily historical and sociological in methodology
and have adequate venues for publication elsewhere, the
Center feels a particular commitiment to approaches treating
Japanese Pure Land Buddhist thought in contemporary
interpretive, comparative, theological, and philosophical
perspective,

Activities of the Center
—the major activity of the Center is the preparation and
review of translations of primary Buddhist texts that further

the understanding of Pure Land Buddhist tradition,
particularly the Japanese tradition.

—the Center also encourages the preparation of publication
as Center publications translations and original secondary
studies that advance its basic aims.

—the Center will sponsor public lectures, workshops, and
symposia that advance its basic aims. Such presentations will
be published as monographs and edited volumes through the
Center as Center publications,

Activities of the Center during 2011-2012

During this period, two translations will be continued to be
reviewed at the weekly general meetings: Muryoju nyorai-e
and Hasshi 5...&.

A workshop related to the discussion of Shin Buddhist
thought in a contemporary, comparative context will be
planned, with the results of the presentations published from
the Center.

Manuscripts will be sought, particularly from Shin
Buddhist ministers abroad, to continue the Dharma Talk
Series aimed at a popular audience.

Selected publications from the Center will be made
accessible online. This should acquaint readers around the
world with the Center and increase sales of Center
publications.

Efforts will be made to increase sales of publications

through Shin temples and temple bookstores abroad.
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into ones approach. That such sources are difficult to acquire and work with goes without
saying. Nevertheless, any attempt to accurately assess either the history of the Japanese
Hossé tradition, or indeed the role that Hosso (as well as other schools whose primary
texts have yet to be published) played within the larger context of Japanese Buddhist
intellectual history that does not take manuscript sources into account is bound to result
in a skewed, biased, and ultimately inadequate understanding of the Japanese Buddhist

tradition.
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