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Biographies of the Buddha and Narrative Art in Gandhara
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ABSTRACT

The first complete biography of the Buddha spanning from his birth to parinirvana is thought
to be A§vaghosa's Buddhacarita (ca 2nd century CE). An almost complete story of the Buddha's
life is also found in the Seng-ga-luo-sha-suo-ji-jing (ca 2nd century CE) and chapter 27 of the
Divyavadana. Furthermore, in the Malasarvasitivadavinaye Ksudrakavastu, which is said to
be a scripture that served as a source for the Divyavadana, we can also find a brief biography
of the Buddha that spans his whole life. All of these texts are said to have been edited in
Northwest India, including the Gandhara area, and it has been pointed out that one of the
characteristics of Gandharan Buddhist artwork - such as reliefs found in Buddhist votive
stupas - is that it portrays the Buddha's entire life. In this paper, I will compare these kind of
textual and art materials, making clear some of the points they share in common.
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