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Gabriel Tarde’s possible impact on postmodern sociology

Mahoro MURASAWA*

Gabriel Tarde (1843-1904) is considered as the tough opponent of Emile Durkheim, the founder of mod-
ern French sociology. In spite of the well-known debates between the two, Tarde’s works were soon forgot-
ten in the history of sociology. However, at the beginning of the 21" century, a century after his death,
Tarde’s works were “discovered” by post-modernist philosophers, anthropologists, and sociologists. In order
to understand “Tardian Renaissance” and revaluate Tardian sociology, this article considers two debates : one
is the debate between Tarde and Durkheim at the beginning of the 20% century, and the other is the debate
between a traditional sociologist and a post-modern anthropologist at the beginning of the 21* century. These
two debates demonstrates not only the antagonism between nationalist and cosmopolitan sociology, but also
the particularity of Tardian thoughts, deeply influenced by Leibniz’s monadology, on which postmodern soci-
ology will be possibly founded.
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