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Measurement of Frankenstein Syndrome :
Developing a Questionnaire Aiming
at Comparison between Japan and the UK

Tatsuya NOMURA *

For the aim of developing a psychological tool specific for measuring general public’s acceptance of hu-
manoid robots including expectation and anxiety toward this technology, and exploring factors influencing
the acceptance, the research focused on the concept of “Frankenstein Syndrome” and effects of age and expe-
rience into the degrees. Along the concept, the research has been developing a questionnaire to measure feel-
ings toward acceptance of humanoids in humans. A preliminary survey conducted in Japan suggested : 1)
the younger population has negative feelings toward humanoid robots, in comparison with the elder popula-
tion; 2) these feelings in the younger population are not discouraged by experiences of real humanoid ro-
bots or experiences of the robots via media information ; 3) women have negative feelings toward humanoid
robots in comparison with men ; 4) the above experiences of humanoid robots increase expectation toward
humanoid robots in daily life in the elder female population, although they do not affect the expectation in
the younger female population. The paper discusses about implications from the results and future direction
of the research.
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