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ABSTRACT

South Manchuria Railway (hereinafter “Manchuria Railway"} was a national policy-oriented
company established during Japan's expansion into Manchuria area. Apart from railway
business, Manchuria Railway was also engaged in education, propaganda and think tank,
among other fields. The prevalent researches on Manchuria Railway as of now have been
focusing on the organization of the company, history of related persons, as well as the special
activities of so-called “Investigation Department” of the company. Fewer researches, however,
were conducted on its propaganda function, especially the press agency under the umbrella of
Manchuria Railway. Furthermore, those researches are limited to news in Japanese language.

Hence, this work brings up the representative mandarin newspaper, “Shengjingshibao”, of
Manchuria area, particularly examining the relationship between “Shengjingshibao”, a
subsidiary of Manchuria Railway during the period from 1925 to 1931, and the company's
second president, Tokusuke Sawara. This work tries to answer questions such as who
operated this mandarin newspaper and in which way, what the relationship was like between
the paper’s management and the external forces.

Specifically speaking, this work begins with a discussion of mandarin newspapers within
Manchuria area and “Shengjingshibao”, history of which is divided into two periods—under the
private management by Masao Nakajima and under Manchuria Railway. This work elaborates
on the characteristics of paper’s management in each period and its relationship with external
forces. Next, it provides a profile of Tokusuke Sawara and discusses his media activity at early
stage, as well as his management tact during his presidency of “Shengjingshibao”. Particularly,
it focuses on Sawara's contact with Kwantung Army after the Mukden Incident. Sawara’s
newspaper operation in Shanghai and Fengtian city was seen as a big success back that time.
Thirdly, this article examines the change of “Shengjingshibao” during Sawara’s term and its
competition with other newspapers. It also explores how “Shengjingshibao” was managed as a

subsidiary of Manchuria Railway.
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