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Dialog with Shi‘ite Islam:

In Search of Common Points of Mysticism with Japan
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Abstract

On the basis of our recent visit to Iran in which we undertook religious dialog
between Shi‘ite Islam and Buddhism, in this article, common points between Sufism
(Islamic mysticism) and Japanese religions (Zen, Shintoism) concerning mysticism
are investigated. On Sufism, referring to the mystical philosophy of Ibn al-‘Arabi and
Suhrawardi, it is shown that in Islam the intellectual tradition to analyze unity with
God has existed. Then the peculiarities of Futuwwa (Islamic youth organization) as the
ethical and social reflection of Sufism are mentioned, and then citing Zen Buddhism
and Shintoism as examples of Japanese religions, it is pointed out that there are
similarities of enlightenment in Zen, and thought of the Creation in Ise Shintoism and
Sufism.
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