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Sexuality Attitude Survey in Cambodia:

a Reconsideration of Sexuality based on the Narratives of Respondents

V5 ANy 5F4 v b (SOK, Khembandith)

B

TaTAANET— (T A)AORA MRS EFEER) (TRE LI ST AR
WA EL Nz v ) KD, FITHAR, REW, SUEMARERIIL > T H6N2bDTH
BT ERPRL: O T — AR 1999), AREFFETIE. NI —OHEEEH L85k L w
IBEZICOVWTOMBAE L7201, A4 OIS T 2 R0 AEGE T A2HABIC L > TED L H ITE
LT DO EHLNITT S,

Z07D, TTX7aTNIA T4 —ICHF L THBICHLWREZFHFoTWa A YR YT
Dy —A=Y EiF7z, Zofk, WAETE, AL oG Z R, HOSoWICE T E
MR RIC L o TR LT &, 2Ol S URR R Z W SN Lol BV RTTHNTIE,
FMFEEDLEL LT Y aT VA ) T4 = LTZTANDEZENTELR Y, L2LT TV
AWNECHEETE2H Y RITAET TV AHEATLHH#TOFEETH Y, W UHENEHL L) 2
END, 27 aTVIA )T A4 = LTEBPED 72, BRI DLORETIE, 5D
PEICHT 2R &0 ARIC Lo TEDY, 2F DV RFELIERIIHToNEE2O5NZb D
PELERDEALI,

Abstract

Many people believe that sexuality is generally divided into two categories: female and male.
Nowadays, “femininity” and “masculinity” are also commonly recognized concepts in society. Sexuality
was the major influence in changing society, even individuals. According to the American post-
structuralist philosopher Judith P. Butler's work, Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of
Identity, sexuality is not constructed by nature, but by role as well as other social and cultural factors
(Butler, translated by Takemura, 1999).

In this paper, I will apply Judith P. Butler's theories in order to observe the concept of sexuality and to
circumspectly observe people's consciousness about sexuality. Specifically, I will take up the current
situation of sexual minorities in Cambodia and apply Judith P. Butler's theories to answer the question:
how do people’s consciousnesses change when the society changes?

In Cambodia, ordinary people usually discriminate against sexual minorities. This discrimination
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comes not just from individuals but from society and even family members. This research project’s
main objective is to increase respect for and understanding of sexual minority rights in Cambodia in
order to lessen the discrimination, bullying, and human rights violations.

As an analytical method, I have conducted narrative interviews with Cambodians who live in
Cambodia and France. Out of research conducted in Cambodia, I found that most ordinary people there
tend to discriminate against sexual minorities. In Cambodia, no laws exist to protect sexual minorities
and encourage people to treat them with the same level of respect as other ordinary people. But
Cambodians who live in France tend to respect sexual minority rights as well as the rights of other
ordinary people because France is known for its wide public support for tolerance and equal rights for
everyone, including minorities. Thus I will utilize Judith P. Butler's theories that the concepts of the
“normal” and the “abnormal” are associated and constructed by social factors, so that when society

changes, people's consciousness automatically changes along with it.
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