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A Semantic Categorization of the Kamigata Rakugo Stories
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ABSTRACT:

In this paper, 433 Rakugo stories are semantically categorized: stories based on Kabuki
and Bunraku plays, ghost stories, heart-Warming stories and funny stories. Funny stories are
the most numerous, hence they will be subdivided into 19 subclasses. As well as these four
semantic categories, types of punch lines —ie. whether the punch line is a pun or not—is
the second important criterion. When the categorizations of the semantic subtypes and the
types of the punch line are combined, it would be more useful for further analyses.
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