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Conflicts and ambiguities in Raicho Hiratsuka’s thoughts
and practices about romantic love and modern family

Momone KUWABARA *

This paper aims to describe Raicho Hiratsuka’s thoughts and practices about ‘romantic love’ and ‘modern
family’ from a comparative perspective with Raden Adjeng Kartini’s, which are dealt with in Aoki’s paper.
Hiratsuka was regarded as Japanese ‘New Woman’ in the global current of woman’s movement from the late
19" to the early 20" century. Her thoughts and practices were strongly influenced not only by the global cur-
rent but also by Zen Buddhism. While Kartini died young, she lived a long life, in which her thoughts
changed to a great extent.

This paper considers her conflicts and ambiguities. She regarded the ‘unification of subject-and-object’ in
Zen most important in her early twenties, especially when she together with Morita Souhei attempted a dou-
ble suicide, which was reported as ‘Shiobara case’. In her later years, however, she incorporated Ellen Key’s
philosophy and came to emphasize the importance of woman’s subjectivity. Under the influence of these
two, sometimes conflicting, philosophies, she practices a de facto marriage and formed an eclectic Japanese-
style modern family.
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