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Did it never strike you [Rickie] that phenomena may be of two kinds: one, those
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which have a real existence, such as the cow; two, those which are the subjective

product of a diseased imagination, and which, to our destruction, we invest with the
3]

semblance of reality? If this never struck you, let it strike you now.
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The sky itself was of the palest blue, paling to white where it approached the earth;
and the earth, brown, wet and odorous, was engaged beneath it on its yearly duty of
decay. Rickie was open to complexities of autumn; he felt extremely tint-extremely
tiny and extremely important; and perhaps the combination is as fair as any that

@
exists. He hoped that all his life he would never be peevish or unkind.
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“Did you [Rickie] take me [Agnes] for the Dryad?” she asked. She was sitting down
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with his head on her lap. He had laid it there for a moment before he went out to die,
and she had not let him take it away.

®
“I prayed you might not be a woman,” he whispered.
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Agnes is conventional, snobbish, hard. Rickie is second-best for her; he [Rickie]

cannot continue to arouse her imagination by his insight and certainly not by his
sexuality. She must be dominated or dominating, and her notion of dominance is mixed
up with some notion of brutality. She is not dominated, therefore she becomes domi-
nant and thus she deteriorates. We move into a new moral dimension with this
situation, for Agnes, Forster points out, is h(%lped toward her deterioration by Rickie’

s very virtues which kept him from mastery.
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But he [Rickie] heard her [Mrs Failing] no longer. He was gazing at the past, which
he had praised so recently, which gaped ever wider, like an unhallowed grave. Turn
where he would, it encircled him. It took visible form: it was this double entrenchment
of the Rings. His mouth went cold, and he knew that he was going to faint among the
dead. He started running, missed the exist, stumbled on the inner barrier, fell into

®
darkness-
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There broke from him a cry, not of horror but of acceptance. For one short moment
he understood. “Stephen-"he began, and then he heard his own name called: “Rickie!
Rickie!” Agnes had hurried from her post on the margin, and, as if understanding also,

caught him to her breast.
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It seems to me that here and there in life we meet with a person or incident that is
symbolical. It’s nothing in itself, yet for the moment it stands for some eternal
principle. We accept it, at whatever cost, and we have accepted life. But if we are

frightened and reject it, the moment, so to speak, passes; the symbol is never offered
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again.
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Then she fought the fantasy on its own ground. “And, by the bye, what you call the
‘symbolic moment’ is over. You had it up by the Rings. You tried to tell him. I

@
interrupted you. It’s not your fault. You did all you could.”
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The same routine, the same diplomacies, the same old sense of only half knowing boy
and men-he [Rickie] returned to it all; and all that changed was the cloud of unreality,

@
which ever brooded a little more densely than before.
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However, Mr Failings stuck to his guns, such as they were, and fired from them several
good remarks. Very notable was his distinction between coarseness and vulgarity
(coarseness, revealing something; vulgarity, concealing something), and his avowed
preference for coarseness. Vulgarity, to him, had been the primal curse, the shoddy
reticence that prevents man opening his heart to man, the power that makes against
equality. From it sprang all the things that he hated - class shibboleths, ladies, lidies,
the game laws, the Conservative party - al@l9 the things that accent the divergencies

rather than the similarities in human nature.
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There is no resolution to Rickie’s dilemma within the conceptual emotional schema of
The Longest Journey. Rickie’s consciousness remains disunified - torn within the

@
system of differences in which he must live but to which he can not ‘adapt.’
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