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Perspective towards Reconstruction of Basin-society:
based on the theory of ‘nationalization’ and the theory of risk society

Shigeru Tanaka*

Rivers had been playing the role of corridor not only of ecosystems but also of local com-
munities. Though implying various social contradictions, along a river there historically
formed a fairly cohesive basin-society.

However, in the postwar Japan ‘modernization of rivers’ has been taken place through
building huge dams, mitigation systems and so on. Modernization of rivers, on the one
hand, brought about decrease of confrontations among people and economic affluence for
the people, but, on the other hand, it directly and indirectly got away many agents that had
been engaging in traditional activities along a river.

Many types of risks are arising in due course of modernization of rivers. From the
standpoints of the theory of ‘nationalization’ and the theory of risk society, this article tries
to argue how basin-society can be reconstructed despite advance of ‘the affluence without
diversity’.
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