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NOTES ON ADOPTION AND ADAPTATION
OF AN IMPORTED RELIGION IN SRI LANKA

— Focusing on the relationship between Sinhala Buddhism
and Indigenous Religions in Sri Lanka —

Mitsuya Dake*

The island of Sri Lanka is located at the south-east of Indian subcontinent. In Sri
Lanka, Buddhism is the most popular religion, but as is she also called the museum of re-
ligions, there are various kinds of religions including Hinduism, Moslim and Christianity.
In this notes, I would like to analyze the characteristic of adoption and adaptation of an im-
ported religion, that is to say Buddhism, in Sri Lanka. Especially I would put my focus
upon the relationship between Sinhala Buddhism and indigenous religions in Sri Lanka.
Addition to that, I would like to make some comparison between the relationship of Buddh-
ism and indigenous religions in Sri Lanka and that of Japan. This is a preliminary notes
for further study.
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