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Transmission and Transformation of Educational Culture:
Introduction and Practice of New Models
of Instruction in Korea

Kwon O-Jung*

Educational reforms in modern Korea took place twice — once after the independence that
introduced education of empiricism and problem-solving method and then in the 1970s that
introduced discipline-centered curriculum and inquiry method. However, what has taken
root at the instructional level is not the logic that emphasizes method, explanation and sci-
ence. Instructions in Korean schools continue to be dominated by the logic that emphasizes
content, understanding and ideology. What this Korean experience in educational reforms
illustrates is the fact that the logic of existing educational practices takes precedence over
the imported, new model of instruction. Whatever may be the model of instruction or edu-
cational culture that is imported, it is the existing social framework, i. e., characteristics of
the traditional culture that determines how the imported culture is transformed and
accepted.
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