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On the Agricultural Villages in the Basin of the YangZiJiang

Xu Guanghui*' and Lin Liugen*?

It is reported that carbonized grains of rice and ancient earthen vessels, which were mea-
sured to be 10,000 years old, had been discovered from the cave ruins in Hunan province
and Jiangxi province in the basin of the Yanzi. Moreover, the sites of agricultural villages
were found from the Pengtoushan ruin and the Bashidang ruin near the shoreline of Dong-
ting Lake. Enormous remains of agricultural and daily instruments had been discovered
from the sites as well as carbonized grains of rice, which were measured to be some 7,000
~ 8,000 years old. These discoveries indicate the facts that 1) the rice crop agriculture
had been gradually wide spread in this area since about 6,000~ 7,000 years ago, and 2)
Japonica type of rice co-existed with Indica type of rice which was supposed to be relative-
ly older type of rice at that time.

As the size of agricultural villages grew bigger sustained by the harvest from rice field
about 4,500 years ago, the gap between the rich and the poor became larger and the pro-
totype of large castle city appeared. In this area, Chinese civilization had turned into the
earliest stage of the fomentation of the state by this time.
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