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Preservation and Conservation of Historical Environment

— Focusing on the Consciousness of Row House Preservation
in Imai town and Area of Karahori Shopping Street —

Kazuko Shibata*

The rows-of-houses preservation activity has been started in Japan around 30 years ago. The
Japanese Cultural Properties Protection Law is not only for the each cultural property, but for the
preservation of landscape of the town include those properties.

The most of Japanese buildings are rebuild within thirty-forty years. Then, why like this activity
has become popular recently? Since there are few old buildings in downtown of big cities in Japan,
it has become more valuable to keep old row house, rather than brand-new buildings or row house.
Area of Karahori Shopping Street is a good example for this case. However, Imai Town situates in
a rural area comparatively, instead it has historical buildings with hundreds of years.

In this paper I will explain the differences of two types of these row house preservation in Japan.
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