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Research for the Development of Ecoscanner in
Social Work Practice
Skill Training Methods in Social Work by
Using a Micro Computer

Yoshihiro Ohta*!, Masako Nozawa*?, Saori Nakamura*?, Haruhiko Sakaguchi*¢,

Mayuko Nagasawa*®°, Kouji Nishiume *® and Mari Yamaguchi*’

Social work is the scientific and professional activities and method to solve problems of clients
and to enhance their self-realization in daily lives. In order to achieve such objectives, we have
continued to do our research and have built an idea called “Ecosystem Project” which serves as a
bridge (a middle range conception) in connecting and constructing theory and practice. Therefore,
Ecosystem Project can be considered to be not only an idea but also a practical method.

- This research helps in understanding and enhancing the real life of clients using Ecosystem
Project by summarizing the own life world (cosmos) of clients on the chart made visual. Using
Ecosystem Project, social workers who are participating and collaborating in the process of life
enhancement with clients, can carry out assessments based on the processing information.

The purpose of this research reported in this article was to develop and use a micro computer
called “Ecoscanner,” which works to solve problems and enhance client’s self-realization in the
field of social work practice. '

The contents of this article are as follow:

@ Introduction and progress of research

@ Subjects of social work practice

(® Ecoscanner as a life enhancement tool

@ The characteristics of Ecoscanner

(® The result of using Ecoscanner

® Conclusion and future
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