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The Editing Guidelines and Orientation of Xiang Gang Chuan
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Abstract: Being the predecessor of Xiang Gang Zhong Wai Xin Bao, the earliest modern Chinese
daily newspaper in China, Xiang Gang Chuan Tou Huo Jia Zhi (established in 1857) occupied a
special position in the history of Chinese newspapers. This article mainly attempts to: 1) study the
editing guidelines and orientation of this paper (including Japanese editions) by reviewing the
coverage and comments of the “Coolie Trade Issue”; 2) further establish the notion that this paper
despite having Chinese editors, cannot be considered within the sphere of Chinese owned-newspa-
pers. This is because, although the paper claimed to be beneficial to Chinese, however, being an
affiliation to the British English newspaper, the Daily Press, it was in fact not self-run.
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