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A Research on the reception of Japanese manga in Europe and
America, focusing on the popularity of Shoujo

Ryugo Matsui *

Shoujo is a style of Japnese comics for girls and young women in their teens, which developed in
the postwar period. This style, often thought to be a very peculiar one even in Japan, is now gain-
ing popularity in the US and Europe. This paper analyzes why such a genre attracts the mind of
many readers in the West and who the first generation creators of it are. It will reveal that the
female teens did not have their own voice in popular culture and those who belong to the minority
group are particularly interested in this genre imported from a foreign country.
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Shojo or shoujo (A lit. young woman) is, in western usage, a style of anime and manga
intended for girls (that may have some crossover appeal to boys as well).

(wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page 2005)
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The expanded distribution of Japanese comics and animation in the U.S. has been an impor-
tant factor in attracting a broader female audience.

In particular, manga has emerged from obscure comic shops to the shelves of mainstream
American bookstores.

"Once the distributors hit the bookstores, it was easier to buy manga without feeling out of
place in the store, and you had a wider selection,” said Stephanie Folse, 35, an information

technology librarian and amateur manga artist from Fort Worth, Texas. (Kyodo America, 2005)
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So, what exactly is shoujo? Shoujo is a style of Japanese manga specifically directed at girls
and women from ages six to eighteen. The genre makes up a surprisingly large percentage
of manga produced, accounting for between fifteen and thirty-five percent of the comics print-
ed in Japan yearly. Actually, the word "shoujo” literally means "girl". The anime and manga
most common in the US. are typically shounen (boy) anime, but shoujo is gaining recognition
every day. (Robert Acosta and Paul Klipatrick, How to draw shoujo, 2003, Antarctic Press
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Shoujo art has certain characteristics that make it unique. On the surface, shoujo is usually
pretty and uses clean, defined, curving lines and detailed backgrounds or absolutely no back-
grounds at all. The main characters of the story tend to be female, drawn with large eyes,
really elongated bodies and exaggerated features. Females in the story, regardless of age,

have no real curves to their physiques.

7:x7t70ﬂb077®W&ﬁvyﬁ@%%ﬁjfi,:@&,Ny%fﬁv,b—yaw
S EBOHENL, Ty o), EiEkEofivy, REOFITHORHF 23 NTWE, 2
DREB LT 5 =074 7Hf:h'ﬂ Antarctic Pressid, TN EFTOHME [~ 7Y V]
Mangazine DEAT 2 E, BRT VA OREMAET AV I ANMERICLAHEREA~Y > HOEWEEZBZ %o
TELEHTHY, 2) LAREREICZOX ) BEAFLE ENTV D,

—J, AR=U =L LTOSRT Y HOBHIZOVTIE, AHONY Y —b DT L0034 FIFT
DIVART 7= - N= D [RYHIZTHR] PRO LI KA LT,

o= v FOERD, BERLHEVCOFEIIER LB TTVIDIIN LT, S~ FiEAHHE
BRERICEIRAZBELL DD TH S, bbb A, DAY HIDZXIHNATA T RT I ary
— 2 EHY, B, ANROHLZBEFELLLDIZIEE W, LML, FOLHLREGETY, BHEAY
BEHGRKOT 14— - ZAT Yy —PRO L) ZMELRAT-EFRONE LTHEINS,

And while many other styles of manga focus on battles and fight scenes, the shoujo genre
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concentrates on relationships and adventure. To be sure, there are exciting action scenes in
shoujo, especially in the popular Magical Girl subgenre, but even with that, the characters are
drawn as real people with real problems that teenagers relate to. (Christpher Hart, Manga
Mania Shoujo, 2000)
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In Japan, it's accepted that some cartoons are for girls and others are for boys, just as comic
books are sold either as girls' comics (shojou manga) or boys' (shonen manga). But in America,
a girl's cartoon is considered sissy stuff, and faces a difficult fight for broadcast or distribution.
It's worth remembering that "Sailor Moon" was considered unlikely to succeed in the United
States until it was noted that boys watched it as avidly as their sisters. (J. D. CONSIDINE,
NYT, 20 Jan, 2002)
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In the 1940s and 1950s in the United States there were comic books for girls with titles like
Flaming Love, Romantic Thrills, and Teenage Diary Secrets. They were all created by men,
and all were short-lived. Comics like Wonder Woman popular today are an extension of the
male superhero phenomenon, and most of their readers are young boys. In Mexico and the
Philippines, where romance comics are still popular, circulations are limited, and the artists,
again, are men.

But in an average month in Japan around forty-five different titles of weekly, biweekly, and
monthly girls' comic magazines —called shojo manga—appear on the newsstand. Many have
circulations over a million. Like the boys' comic magazines, they are massive, with long serial-
ized stories that are later compiled and sold as series of paperbacks. Yet the artists featured
are overwhelmingly women, and their stories emphasize neither bravery, perseverance, nor
action. They stress a more passive, inner world of dreams and endless musings about human
relationships, and they employ an appropriately different visual style(Frederik L. Schodt, The
World of Japanese Comics, 1983, p88)
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After reading hundreds of pages of Shojo Beat, we bet that the last thing you're lacking
right now is inspiration. Why not create your own manga for everyone to admire? It's easier
to do than you think, and we're here to show you -- even if you've never put brush to paper
in your life. Starting with this issue, we'll be running a series of manga drawing lessons.
We'll show you the tools you need and how to use them -- add your imagination, patience, and
a bit of practice, and you'll be creating your own masterpiece in no time. (Shojo Beat, August,
2005, p.263)
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"The first time I saw the art of manga, I was blown away,"' said Jessica Moffett, who is
working toward a master's of Fine Arts degree at Montana State University in Bozeman.

"Manga is so simple yet so intense and expressive.'('Navojo artist makes manga,' Indian
Country Today, May 6, 2004)
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Unlike American mainstream comic books created for mainly one audience —young males —

comic books in Japan are popular among all age groups, occupations and genders."(ibid)
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