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Hanbao, first issued on February 12, 1896 in Hankou, was the earlist Chinese opinion paper
published by Japanese in China. Its original name was Zilinhanbao which was owned by British
North-China Herald Office. It was the lobbying and efforts of Munekata Kotaro, one of the key
figures of Japanese spying institute Rakuzen-Do in Hankou, that made the newspaper publish. This
paper will focus on the background, purpose of publishing and editing features of the newspaper.
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