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Bushido ---, is the code of moral principles which the knights were required
or instructed to observe. It 1s not a written code; at best it consists of a few
maxims handed down from mouth or coming from the pen of some well- '
known warrior or savant. More frequently it is a code unuttered and un-
written, possessing all the more the powerful sanction of veritable deed,
and of a law written on the fleshly tablets of the heart.
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I speak of Gi-ri, literally the Right Reason, but which came in time to mean
a vague sense of duty which public opinion expects an incumbent to fulfil.
In its original and unalloyed sense, it meant duty, pure and simple, —
hence, we speak of the Giri we owe to parents, to superiors, to inferiors, to
society at large, and so on.
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