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This, like so much of mine, when I departed
I put into the fire with my own hand,

And as a better sister than a mother,
Althaea burnt her son in the burnt brand,

Judging it rough, unfinished, or the Muses,
Those sponsors of my guilt, had earned my hate.

It was not quite destroyed; there are survivors;
More copies I suppose there still must be.
I pray they live and please the lively leisué)e

Of readers and keep fresh my memory.
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According to Medwin, in February 1822 Byron handed Shelley a MS copy of the
drama at Pisa and told him: ‘I have been writing a Faustish kind of drama: tell me
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what you think of it.’ Shelly replied: ‘Least of any thing I ever saw of yours. It is a
bad imitation of “Faust” and besides, there are two entire lines of Southey’s in it.’
--‘Lord Byron changed colour immediately, and asked hastily what lines?..." Shelley
quoted Southey’s lines. Then, to Medwin’s surprise, Byron, without saying anything,
instantly threw the copy of the drama into the fire. He seemed to feel no chagrin at
seeing the manuscript burning up as his countenance implied. In fact his conversa-
tion became more cheerful and lively than usual. Medwin was not sure whether it
was hatred of Southey, or respect for Shelley’s opinions, that made Byron commit
an act that Medwin considered a sort of suicidal act. Medwin was far more sur-
prised to see, two years afterwards, the publication of The Deformed Transformed
announced, as he believed that it had been burned down at Pisa. It has been sup-
posed that Byron must have had another copy of the manuscript, or had re-written
it perhaps, without changing a word except omitting the “Kehama” lines. Indeed,
Byron had a remarkably retentive memory. Medwin believes that Byron could have
quoted almost every line he ever wrote.

Another Byron's friend Trelawny writes about a different circumstance of the
drama’s publication in his letter to Murray dated 15* January 1833. He writes:
“This is a plumper — I was in the room — half a sheet of M.S. of The Deformed
Transformed was given to Shelley to read — which had been written in the night
— & that half which was destroyed (sic) — other parts which Shelley had seen
before he admired — & he said the lyrical incantation beginning “from the red
earth like Adam” incomperable [sic].’ -+ However questionable Medwin’s report-
ing, Trelawny’s letter corroborated that Byron was working on The Deformed
Transformed in the first few months of 1822.’

On 8* July of the same year, Shelley was drowned. According to McGann, Byron
tried to help Mrs Shelley’s financial situation by employing her to make transcripts
of his manuscripts. We can see two of his three references to The Deformed Trans-
Jormed in his letters concerned with her coping job. In his letter to Leigh Hunt
dated 25" January 1823, Byron writes: ‘I have also two parts completed of an odd
sort of drama — but I doubt if I shall go on with it. — I sent the two parts by this
post — to Mr. Kinnaird — let me have a proof.’ There are no further references to
The Deformed Transformed in Byron's surviving letters. it was not until 20th Feb-
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@
ruary 1824 that the Hunts published it in the present incomplete form.
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— I am a very bad French scholar — but can read when I like the subject though
I prefer Italian. — Davila — Guicc(i)ardini — Robertsog — & Hume — you know

without my telling you are the best “modern Historians”
= @ Guiceardini I W TIIFILEDOMETRD & ) B#irt3nTwa,

Francesco Guicciardini (1483-1540), Italian historian and statesman, wrote (1561-
1564), a scientific histogr full of details observed objectively, dealing with the
period from 1494 to 1532.
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{The wounded man) A drop of water!
(Caesar) Blood’s the only liquid
Nearer than Tiber. (Pt. 2, sc. 1, 11. 166-167)
ETMHDP L TR L - THEI N RENEB E 2L — V- ICRHEEETW S, 7,
T=/NVFEHELEEAI Y., TORELIRIRIIE L THOLEKRE g,
{Arnold) I'm thirsty: would I had

A helm of water!

(Caesar) That’s the ligquid now
In requisition, but by no means easiest
To come at. (Pt. 2, sc. 2, 11. 47-49)
ZFDE AN VETEREZELIHENBKEBNRTIZMITHF > T3,
{Caesar) ‘- A sprinkling water of the same holy water may be useful.
(Arnold) ‘Tis mixed with blood.
{Caesar) There is no cleaner now

In Rome. (Pt. 2, sc. 3, 11.139-142)
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The Black Banks came over
The Alps and their snow,



B L HEUEHERE D RIS B 1T B The Deformed Transformed

With Bourbon, the Rover,
They past the broad Po.

We’'ll have one more endeavour
At yonder old wall.

With Bourbon we’ll gather
At day-dawn before

The gates, and together
Or break or climb o’er

The wall: on the ladder
As mounts each firm foot,

Our shout shall grow gladder,
And death only be mute.

With the Bourbon we’ll mount o’er
The wall of old Rome,

And who then shall count o’er
The spoils of each dome?

Up! Up! With the lily!
And down with the keys!

In old Rome, the Seven-hilly,
We'll revel at ease.

Wwe'll follow the Bourbon,
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To plunder old Rome. (D.T. Pt.1, sc. 2, 11.123-170.)

“T'is the morn, but dim and dark.
Whither flies the silent lark?

%5 DHBMITTMFICKEL MR 32 ZNBWRICRE Ept-TonTHB, LIl b4
o 3ERELSTHRELTW S, v—22BBLREHEET I REORICHIEL T, HMBH»R
EroIBRin—~oRZICO—"DBE  FHEPRS>TRUEPITI TS, FOE—FFR



Whither shrinks the clouded sun?

Is the day indeed begun? '

Nature’s eye is melancholy

O’er the city high and holy;

But without there is a din

Should arouse the Saints within,

And revive the heroic ashes.

Round which yellow Tiber dashes.

Oh ye seven hills! Awaken,

Ere your very base be shaken! (D.T. Pt.2, sc. 1, 11.1-122.)
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T—/ WD) Y EP DR ELLTEN - BROBORBTH B, . CHLH)LFRH
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2.2. PO BE
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471 BHERL, ¥R LT DA 26, —ENEFBE2RETEIZEDPAZEBLEW
bhTwa, SNHEDERICBL TSI vt B5LK—7D % 5 % Mock-heroic %
FLlwERBLTWtEbNS,

FAVTR) BFoABEFNRKBICTRVRACHMEREHTRRRETH S, THRISWLT,
A 72y Ty 3. BMiXT 297 REPLIILTEOREL LDPEDRETHF ) >
P EIFBR - ERER A2 DTH S, UTTIR DT & Meta. WERICHKBLTEET 2
RETXVADBERERNT 2. 2T T Y7 Ry ORETIE, wWELY, TTICHBE->TY
SUBOEGHOUA L AN 2 iTb b, THREENBRHOEHRICU > LBRTH S,

Achilles’ Wrath, to Greece the direful Spring
Of woes unnumber’d, heav’'nly Goddess, sing!
That Wrath which hurl’d to Plulo’s gloomy Reign
‘Whose Limbs unbury’d on the naked Shore
Devouring Dogs and hungry Vultures tore.
Since Great Achilles and Atrides strove,
Such was the Sov’reign Doom, and such the Will of Jove.
Declare, O Muse! In what ill-fated Hour
Sprung the fierce Strife, from what offended Pow’r?
(Iliad Book I, 11. 1-10.trans. by Pope)
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KRR T7XVADEOUNFHTL 203 ZDH%FRRL->THLTH S, RIE—M DD —2FF
AR % 5 47X (Publius Papinius Statius 4Ei%4EREE) VD RIE Thebaid (F7,34—FJ)
TEIBDLLDIEL WS, SHIER D Vergillius (74 ) ¥ YD 2) D Aeneas ("7 £ —
Ry) ZHBLAELNDLENTWS, T3, RETEAGY -2 7 ¥V X (Swift-footed
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ZB (Achiles’ heel) {ZI810FICT =N Y vy PIRE->TLRRELTHEDLNT WS, /S
DERICIE, RENDDHEITEXVRADRLEWI A A—JEEFL TR LHERTES, ZhEss
Ao i DT 2&<cHc), SROMBICEIE, MBALVWDLDERWEN S, D
HHRELTOHHEZ SHEICANTWETRESFESCEI N D, ZDOWRICD.T.DEA
ANy —'— (Part I, scene I, 1.103-112) &7 —/J/V F (Part I, scene I, 11.113-118) {3, 7 ¥
VADRDECELNTREICBE 72K BT, TXVADL I LBRLRERH /v 77
O—2HITWIDTHB, CHEPLL. D.T. FLURHFTHELBRTELEH5,

3. /¥f o rhtMock L7z DA, BEEI LitDd,

BRAQRED TFHF oyl 7T) ELFR4G7~540iICHB L, FF2 v 7 RIS THFI
HLZF, 220 ) 2EESER XD LA, 209 bD—AH “blessed in life, blessed in
death” L LTOTXVRTH-72,

Talk not of ruling in this dol’rous gloom,
Nor think vain words (he cry'd) can ease my doom,;
Rather I chuse laboriously to bear
A weight of woes, and breath the vital air,
A slave to some poor hind that toils for bread;
Than reign the scepter’s monarch of the dead.
{Odysseia, book XI. 11. 487-492,
trans. by Pope. Book XI. 11595-600)
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Lpol2THD)e N4V IBBELZELEBET IRMEZR 2 "BER, IV T2 &
20 T Fav ATy 2BRLTWLPLTHS, bold, {0 PECEREELE
ETLEPTLRPHL3FZRARTEIZ LR P22 TIEH 5575,

—F, A REBEEI LR DBWEDCLLTE, 4B f o=y 7 - Lo—¢
EiE. BubPTLnwi e bPFRETIRBLAALBRENSZLHEBWHM, ~f B
DL BIRIT SR TR LI, eI DT LR LEAEPNY Don Juan i3 &5
IChhE 5,

I want a hero: an uncommon want,
When every year and month sends forth a new one,
Till, after cloying the gazettes with cant,
The age discovers he is not the true one;
Of such as these I should not care to vaunt,
I'll therefore take our ancient friend Don Juan,
We all have seen him in the pantomime
Sent to the devil, somewhat ere his time. (Doxn Juan. Canto I, St. 1)
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4. 8 B
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@ “Video meliora proboque; Deteriora sequor.” Ovid. Metamorphoses, VIL 20& Byron's
Letters and Journals, Vol.9, p.77. 228, K& 1 see the better way and I approve of it; I
follow the worse. X {3 I know the good thing, and recognize that, but I follow the worst. T
»5,
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@ WHHEGR:F 7174 7R "ESWE GUR; BT, 20094) DML pp. 357~ 36881,
@ Ovidius. Sorrows of an Exile. Trans. AD. Melville (Oxford: Oxford U.P., 1995), p.17,



92

(Book 1.7.15-26).
@ Jerome Mcgann. Commentary to Byron’s The Deformed Traensformed. Lord Byron, The
Complete Poetical Works. Vol. VI (1991; rpt. Oxford: Oxford U.P., 2000), pp. 725-6.
® Riclard Terry. Mock-Heroic from Butler to Cowper: An English Genre and Discourse.
chapter 8. “On Laughter and Ludicrous Composition” (Princeton: Ashgate Pub. Co., 2005),
pp. 171-190.
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