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An Acoustic Analysis of Japanese Kobanashi Stories
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ABSTRACT:

In this paper, the function of the punch line paratone in the Japanese Kobanashi stories is
phonetically analyzed. In this framework, the main concern is on the pitch contour and the
pause. As Brown and Yule (1983: 100) describe, "At the beginning of a paratone, the speaker
typically uses an introductory expression to announce what he specifically intends to talk
about. .. The end of a Paratone .. can be marked by very low pitch, loss of amplitude, and a
lengthy pause." From the functional viewpoint, the punch line paratone can be defined as
the identification of the end of the story.
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7 ave. min. max. range |duration u tempo | pause
1 21834 | 11371 | 31166 | 19795 | 259 21 0.1233

] 19915 | 9255 | 26547 | 17292 | 266 22 01209 | 019
3 18593 | 16306 | 23092 | 6786 | 156 15 0.1040 | 029
4 20638 | 9839 | 27815 | 17976 | 148 10 0.1480 | 043
5 21744 | 11548 | 38111 | 26563 | 3.68 37 00995 | 051
6 17288 | 5979 | 32681 | 26702 | 424 | 26 01631 | 018
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(13) ave. min. max. range | duration u tempo
i 184.04 104.34 286.70 182.36 2,62 214 0.1289

Fe | 20081 102.43 327.04 22461 2.15 195 0.1166

S 239.66 133.10 308.96 175.86 1.15 8.0 0.1435

TFHMD, MATEFEROMES N, HOROFE L AP ROAT, BMEIREFICD-LD
EFHEOTWA, HFRE T, Y LB VRICEFELZI RV, MEORIIHV, Zhid
FHATHOBWFIZFE 5] & LFON T AHRTH L, RN THL 001k, FHLTL
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B IIFORKIZ L o THEE D RS AMORE 57T 2 LTwAH T LATErD S, T
e oTIE, BBLTELEHETH D,
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i Ttz & 912, Tench (1996) 12 L BZEEE Mo @I [RAHA CITIRY51C
MUY D) CBTLEMOTHN LA d 28] £ vw)—IHAdH - 720 Kadooka (2011) T
., SHICOWTRRERLEIFLICL. SAPAEMIZED LS BBRZHELTWLD
Py LT CRMEEGHEE LTSI LT

BT mE (2011) BV L CHBRSE [HRERMICB U2 EHOTA) o h 2
¥l (FRUZFIHZEICL D) EERBILA. EilowestTh b, FLIZBILTAARGERT S &,
W [T AR r] EEZLHTRRYTHL L) ICBbNRD, WTFRIZLTH IR
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ik LTk, #7080 2 KMo R L /Mo E—E3E (6) % (11) 2Bl
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T - il - R AR TR TR T,

(15) ave. min. max.
Tii] - 175.08 147.75 21245
7 189.59 160.24 22852
f Ttk 181.05 147.75 22852 ]
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ZOIIZEFTIIBWTRAEEOMEBSBMEIC 22001k, WoMIZE 5, HIZESBEADD
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—LThP2LHICRE - RERAEBI LR TREREICRIELTEY, HAEILL
RY7:ohv, COFRBEREAZEI LN, —DICRBPABOL LB/ TEEHITH
b, [RoRy, RoRy | F/MER—2B/MY. RAENBHIITHINFRTCELHESRT
BOATENIILRV, [Al, E2HRAPHER] LELTWAEETE, [RAPRLAD
W, BREIHT, FATARRLEVAW] LEICEET TWAILITYA TRI—A] L3453
&L CO—FETERLELRTIDOERZALPR V. ZIVIHITKT [RoRV, FoRV] 3k
B, WOBUHPHEMTH B, L 25D [HEOR] TIRMABAREVHlihIEEEZEAT
HMERWIZRYHTE VI RET, HUBH——ARZALEZZ I W—RPHIIE - T
o —HEHPOKFRTIRTATH. AMTHEFETHOOLRTVS (421%). [Hy ¥, Fy
Ry TRTETPOLTREFETH o7 (4L1%). BRI TORKRE LTIX. BEADOS
BEPBOBIC BT 2B—0 VW TRERASEOLT—ICEELE D TH o
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w3
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IhsiThd, BOMHIC Lo THENE Y ST VI BHEERBL T 5, SEKRIEL 7
[RoRy, Byxry]| & [HMEOR] OZE TR, BHADIETHOBREILEIRABETD
272 Kadooka (2012) THRY L7 [V AdPEI 4] CRTHESESE LT, AW
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RI—FFIcBI 2L, Y - BE - BRBAER - RELBRERBEROZ - HREH O
HB AR, HBREEUTISRT,

(22) ave. min. max. range duration
R 0.23 -0.03 0.35 0.37 0.23
BE DR -003 -0.28 043 045 044
HikFy 0.10 -0.16 0.39 041 033
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