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What is the Cultural Foundation for Deliberative Democracy?
— “ MusyawarahMufakat ” and “ Sara ” in Indonesia —
A it (KIZAWA, Toru)

Abstract

Since the 1990s, deliberative democracy has been discussed in order to deepen democracy in the
world. The purpose of this article is to show to what extent the cultural foundation will contribute to
building deliberative culture through the characteristic of Indonesia as 1) the practice of agreement and
deliberation as a traditional decision-making “Musyawarahmufakat” and “Sara”, and 2) the distinct
experience of historical rule on Jawa and Non-Jawa, and 3) the Revitalization of Adat among many parts
of this country after the Soeharto Regime. The last part of the article refers to the importance to
balance institution and norm making the democratic value shared by the people for building

deliberative culture.
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