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A Post-March 11 Reflection
upon Intercultural Studies and Culture
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Abstract

The colossal earthquake-tsunami and the accompanying collapse of the Fukushima First
Nuclear Power Plant that hit East Japan on March 11, 2011 which are to be memorialized as
March 11th in history, together with September 11th that occurred in the United States ten
years earlier, inflict a fundamental impact onto intercultural studies. While we are required to
investigate the March 11 incidents of the earthquake-tsunami and the Fukushima plant catastrophe
as questions of Japanese culture, we know that further below to the fundamental level, there is
the question of how we relate culture and humanity to nature. Since culture is what human beings
create in order to live within nature, it is nothing but the relationship between humanity and
nature. It is said that the big Lisbon earthquake-tsunami in 1755 led to the flourishing of Europe-
centered modern culture in the latter-half of the 18th century and the 19th century. The historic
changes were supported by the Rousseauesque interpretation of humanity developing from the

state of nature to that of culture. Now, in the 21st century, the question of what we should do with
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the nuclear power plant demands us to rethink culture, and ipso facto intercultural studies as

well, in a fundamental manner. March 11th will be the landmark for people all over the world to

reflect upon the relationship of culture to nature.

Keywords ! intercultural studies, March 11, 2011, great tsunami, nuclear power plant catastrophe,

nature vs. culture, Lisbon disaster (1755), Oslo incident, multi-[layered] culturalism
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