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ABSTRACT

Abstract: In 2011, the Standing Committee of National People’s Congress has launched
the amendment procedure of China’s Environmental Protection Law; however, the overall
goal of this work has been determined to be “a limited amendment”. There are ten major
issues for limited amending the Environmental Protection Law: first, the legislative model to
be used to amend the law; second, clarification of basic principles and operating guidelines of
the law; third, ensure cohesion between the amended Environmental Protection Law, other
specific environmental laws, regulations, and other basic domestic laws; fourth, improve
public participation; fifth, make clear the government officials’ environmental protection
responsibilities; sixth, breakthrough external constraints of environmental protection
administration; seventh, strengthen environmental law enforcement; eighth, complete basic
environmental protection legal systems; ninth, reverse the situation of low-cost-law-violation;
and tenth, perfect the environmental judicial system.
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On the Effective Methods to Partly Amend the Environmental Protection Law
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