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Transformation of complex underclass:
problem of aging of the population
in the urban discriminated Buraku area.

KISI Masahiko*!, SAITO Naoko*%, MURASAWA Mahoro*?

We conducted research into the actual conditions of urban Buraku in Osaka City in 2008 and
2009. Buraku is a group of people who have been discriminated not only socially and economical-
ly but also in regard to castes and ghettos in their long history in Japan. Even now they are often
avoided by the common citizens concerning marriage, social relations and employment. They suf-
fered from poverty for a long time. While urban Buraku people formed slums, their domicile areas
are no longer slums because their lives were improved as results of powerful social movements
urged by an organization called Buraku Liberation League (Buraku Kaihou Doumei) and consider-
able assistance by the government after World War II. Public housing exclusively for Buraku peo-
ple was built and its inhabitants are supported in many ways. However, the discrimination by the
common citizens against Buraku people has never disappeared. They remain poor or even become
poorer.

We rescarched into 696 Buraku pcople of 335 houscholds in Asahi Town (pseudonym) and
found out the facts in the following. The population decreased quite quickly into two-thirds for
these ten years. Their society shows most obvious lendencies toward aging, impoverishment and
mobilization. This article especially focuses on aging. One-third of the population on Asahi Town
is the aged (over sixty five years old) and one-quarter is over seventy years old. Most of the house-
holds consist of one or two persons. Sixty percent of the households of the aged earn less than
2,000,000. They are also undereducated. Eighty percent of them were born in other places and
moved to Asahi Town afterwards. Twenty percent are disabled and eighty percent receive pension.
The households which are on welfare benefits amount to thirty percent. Compared with the income
of Asahi Town ten years ago as a whole, the employment income has decreased and the pension
and the welfare benefits have increased.

The research results above show that the features of urban Buraku are aging, impoverishment
and mobilization. Urban Buraku have been structurally transformed to a large extent under the
influence of the changing Japanese economy for these ten to twenty years.
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